LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
concerns the government of Ireland that I have the less
scruple in consulting you upon a point which is of some
consequence to both."1 He asked how far the Chief
Secretary is warranted to act in the Viceroy's name without
his authority and also independently in reference to public
bodies and individuals. Lord Hardwicke had no desire
to be a mere figure-head. It was the old difficulty that had
troubled the minds of a line of Viceroys and had often
rendered their position so invidious and humiliating. It
is much to be regretted that the Chancellor's reply does not
appear to have been preserved.
During the autumn the Roman Catholics held meetings
to promote a petition to Parliament for further concessions.
The Chancellor described the position in a letter to
Spencer Perceval:
"Ardrin (Nr. Dublin).
25th Nov. 1804.
Our attention has been somewhat engaged of late by
the meetings of the R.C.s in Dublin for the purpose of
petitioning Parliament. The meetings have been promoted
by some violent and ambitious men, who, having acquired
large fortunes, outweigh the influence of the ancient
nobility and gentry of their persuasion, and, like the
merchants and bankers of France, are eager for measures
which may possibly involve them in a similar fate. Lord
Fingall and the moderate party are cyphers; although there
has been some delay I have little doubt that the petition will
be carried; that the delegates will be sent to England and
the measure brought forward in Parliament. Scully was
one of those who opposed the petition and I believe
begins to be frightened at his own efforts to exasperate
the Catholic mind against the Protestants. Mr. ParnelTs
1 Ibid., f. 92.
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